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AleAZngir sPsllostinisms nsirtyirs sine Grue resisters, mot terronrdsts

Al-Azhar, the highest
institution of Sunni Islam,
mourned the heroic “martyrs
of the Palestinian resistance,”
rejecting labels of terrorism
imposed by “the criminal
hand of Zionism,” according
to a statement issued on
Friday.

Al-Azhar emphasized that
the martyrs of “the Palestinian
resistance are not terrorists,

Al-Azhar slams
German FM’s support

In its statement, Al-Azhar
criticized global silence
surrounding these atrocities,
likening it to “the silence of
the dead in their graves.” It
denounced international law
as ineffective, stating that its
value was not worth the price
of the ink with which it was
written.

Al-Azhar, while mourning
the “martyrs of the Palestinian

200,000 citizens without food In Jabalia as

as the enemy falsely and
deceitfully tries to portray
them.”

Instead, they are “steadfast
resisters clinging to the soil
of their homeland, until God
granted them martyrdom
while they were repelling the
enemy’s plot and aggression,
defending their land, their
cause, and our cause,” the
statement asserted.

struggle,” emphasized the
need to “expose the lies and
deceptions of the Zionist
media machine as it aims
to distort the symbols of
Palestinian resistance in the
minds of youth and children.”
The institution stressed
that “defending the homeland
and dying for one’s cause is
an honour unmatched by any
other.”

for Israeli bombing of
civilians in Gaza

Al-Azhar has condemned as
a moral and political setback
the recent extremist statements
made by German Foreign
Minister Annalena Baerbock, in
which she voiced her country’s
support for the Zionist entity’s
bombing of civilians in Gaza.

n a speech before the
German Bundestag last week,
Baerbock claimed that Israel
has the right to target civilians
in Gaza in what it called “self-
defence.”

In a statement on Thursday,
Al-Azhar asserted that such
statements represent
“civilizational regression
and a political mandate that
allows criminals to practice
killing innocent civilians...
and even clear evidence
of blind bias in supporting
Zionist terrorism and
blessing its crimes.”

“These extremist
statements by a senior
official are a precedent that
portends great danger, as
it carries explicit support
for this entity in killing
civilians, including
children, women, and
youth,” read the statement.

Al-Azhar asserted
that the German foreign
minister would rather have
engaged in mediation
efforts to end the Israeli
yearlong aggression;
instead, she chose to align
with the perpetrators,
jeopardizing all attempts to
halt the violence.

The world’s leading
Sunni Islamic institution
reminded Baerbock of her
country’s humanitarian stance
of receiving refugees from
various nations over the past
few years due to the coercive
wars and conflicts in those
regions.

This humanitarian
commitment starkly contrasts
with the extremist rhetoric
that *“seems to stem from a
misplaced sense of historical
guilt,” Al-Azhar added.

The statement stressed that
this statement represents a
stigma in Germany’s policy and
transforms it from a supporter
of humanitarian issues to an
instigator of heinous crimes
against defenceless civilians.

Since 7 October, Israel
has killed at least 42,438
Palestinians and injured 99,246
others in the Gaza Strip, most
of them being women and
children.

It has also destroyed much
of the strip’s infrastructure and
severed supplies of food, water,
and medicine, placing its 2.3
million residents on the brink
of famine.

Israel siege on northern Gaza continues

New massacirs in Jalbvaliias Israsll striks
o selhooll sineliter Iills 28 Pallesiimiisms

An Israeli strike on a school
sheltering the displaced people
in Jabalia camp in northern Gaza
on Thursday killed at least 28
people, according to Palestinian
health officials.

Local sources reported that the
Israeli warplanes bombed the
Abu Hussein Elementary School,
affiliated with the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA),
which houses displaced people in
Jabalia camp, north of the Gaza
Strip.

The strike sparked fires in the
displaced people’s tents in the
schoolyard, sources told WAFA
news agency.

Fares Abu Hamza, head of the
health ministry emergency unit
in northern Gaza, said dozens of
people were wounded.

The nearby Kamal Adwan
Hospital was struggling to treat
the casualties, he told AP.

“Many women and children are
in critical condition,” Abu Hamza
added.

“Today’s massacre is the
191st in the series of massacres
committed by the occupation
against displacement centres,”
the director of the Government
Media Office in Gaza told Al
Jazeera.

Hamas said in a statement that
claims of fighters being present

at the school were “nothing but
lies,” adding that this was “a
systematic policy of the enemy to
justify its crime.”

The Israeli military claimed
that the strike targeted dozens of
Hamas and Islamic Jihad fighters
who had gathered in the school.

Earlier on Thursday, at least
three Palestinians were killed
and others were injured when an
Israeli strike bombed a tent at a
school housing displaced people
east of Deir Al-Balah City, central
Gaza Strip.

Israel has killed at least 42,438
Palestinians and injured 99,246
since 7 October, the Palestinian
health ministry said Thursday.

The Palestinian Civil Defence announced
that 200,000 citizens in Jabalia camp have been
without food, drink, or medicine for the 13th day
as Israel continues its siege on northern Gaza amid
heavy bombardment on the area.

The Israeli occupation forces have continued
their bombardment of northern Gaza for the 13th
day, carrying out killings, blowing up homes,

and forcibly displacing civilians, WAFA news

agency reported.
The Civil Defence in Gaza said it is
unable to retrieve the bodies of dozens of
individuals trapped beneath the rubble of
buildings destroyed by Israeli airstrikes
on Jabalia.
“Jabalia is being exterminated and
subjected to systematic death,” it
added.
Meanwhile, Jabalia residents said
Israeli forces blew up clusters of
houses by air and tank shells and by
placing bombs in buildings before
blowing them up remotely, Reuters
reported.
Gaza’s civil emergency service
said it evacuated several wounded
people from a school sheltering
displaced Palestinians that caught fire
after being hit by Israeli tank shells.
Residents also told Reuters that the
Israeli army had effectively isolated Beit
Hanoun, Jabalia, and Beit Lahiya in the far
north of the strip from Gaza City, blocking
movement except for those families with
permission to heed evacuation orders and leave
the three towns.

However, many residents insist on not being
displaced to southern Gaza, despite the war and
the intense pressure by Israel to put the health
system in northern Gaza out of service, after it
requested the Kamal Adwan, Indonesian, and Al-
Awda hospitals to evacuate on 10 October.

Since Thursday dawn, Israeli bombardment has
killed at least 17 Palestinians across Gaza.

Six of the fatalities were recovered from Al-
Fukhari town, east of Khan Younis, while 11 were
killed in Gaza City, media reports said citing
medical sources.

Acting Humanitarian Chief Joyce
Msuya accused Israel of blocking the delivery of
desperately needed aid to Gaza, saying there is
barely any food left in the north where an Israeli
offensive is underway, AP reported.

No food entered northern Gaza from 2 October
to 15 October, “when a trickle was allowed in,”
the top UN humanitarian official said Wednesday
during a UN Security Council emergency meeting.

“All essential supplies for survival are running
out,” she added.

“There is now barely any food left to distribute,
and most bakeries will be forced to shut down
again in the next several days without additional
fuel,” Msuya noted.

Furthermore, she stated that less than one-third
of the 286 humanitarian missions coordinated
with Israeli authorities in the first two weeks of
October “were facilitated without major incidents
or delays” throughout Gaza.

Msuya said the level of suffering and reality
in Gaza is brutal and worsens every day as
Israeli bombs fall, fierce fighting continues, and
“supplies essential for people’s survival and
humanitarian assistance are blocked at every
turn.”

In addition, Head of UNRWA, the UN agency
for Palestinian refugees, Philippe Lazzarini
warned that “a real risk of famine or acute
malnutrition is unfortunately again a likelihood,”
pointing to the upcoming winter and the weakened
immune systems of Gazans.

It became “a kind of wasteland, which | would
say is almost unliveable,” Lazzarini described the
humanitarian situation in Gaza.
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